
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOATING STATISTICS NOW ONLINE: Boating Statistics f or Georgia are posted online. Go to 
http://www.georgiawildlife.com/boating/safety and select “Boating Statistics.” If you do not see the 
information you need, please contact Melissa at the number above or at 
Melissa.Cummings@dnr.state.ga.us . 
 
Following are three boating/water safety related news releases from the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources’ Law Enforcement Division.  Releases also can be found online at 
www.georgiawildlife.com/news  
 
BOATING SAFETY – MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND PRESS RELEASE S 
 
1. Warm Weather and Holiday Weekends Mean Busy Waterways in Georgia 
2. Georgia DNR and TEAM Georgia Urge Good Judgment During Holiday Weekend – Changes in Legal 

Limits Effective Now, Be Aware Before Boating 
3. Are You Obeying the 100-foot Boating Law? 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
WARM WEATHER AND HOLIDAY WEEKENDS MEAN BUSY WATERWA YS IN GEORGIA 
 
SOCIAL CIRCLE, Ga. (May 21, 2013) – Stay sober and know the laws when operating a boat this holiday 
weekend, urges the Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Division. There were 118 
boating accidents and 12 boating related fatalities in 2012 in Georgia, and conservation rangers made 180 
boating under the influence arrests.  
 
“Please be sure to review Georgia boating laws before getting out on the water, especially the new changes 
relative to driving a boat under the influence and life jacket use for children,” says Col. Eddie Henderson, 
Chief of Law Enforcement. “Your attention to safety rules and alertness to other people on the water can 
save lives.”  
 
DNR offers the following safety rules for boat and personal watercraft (PWC) operators: 
 

- Designate an operator-CHANGES! Do not drink and operate a boat. Georgia law has changed to 
move the blood alcohol content level to .08 to match Georgia driving law.   

- Take a boating safety course. Visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/boating/education for course listings.  
- Wear a life jacket – CHANGES! Children under 13 years of age are required by law to wear a life 

jacket while onboard a moving vessel, but it’s recommended for EVERYONE to wear a life jacket. 
- Don’t overload your boat with people or equipment. Check the capacity plate for the maximum 

weight or the maximum number of people the boat can safely carry.  
- Use navigation lights at ALL times when on the water at night. Check lights before it gets dark. 
- Watch your speed. The 100-foot law applies to ALL size vessels and prohibits operation at speeds 

greater than idle speed within 100 feet of any vessel, unless overtaking or meeting another vessel in 
compliance with the rules of the road.  
 



PWC operators also should be aware of these additional safety rules: 
 

- Do NOT jump the wake of another boat. 
- Pay attention to your surroundings and make sure you stay well clear of other vessels. 
- Know Georgia’s age requirements for PWC operation. 
- Make sure everyone who operates your PWC is aware of boating laws and how to safely operate a 

PWC. As the owner, you can be held responsible. 
 
For more information, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/boating/safety .  Several new videos have been created 
on recent and upcoming boating-related changes in Georgia, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/new-boating-
regulations-2013 to view. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
GEORGIA DNR AND TEAM GEORGIA URGE GOOD JUDGMENT DUR ING HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND – Changes in legal limits effective now, be aware before boating 
 
SOCIAL CIRCLE, Ga. (May 21, 2013) –The Georgia Department of Natural Resources and TEAM 
Georgia, a safe and sober driving and boating coalition, are reminding people to refrain from or limit 
drinking alcohol while operating boats.   
 
“Alcohol, mixed with boating activities, can create dangerous conditions that can lead not only to an arrest, 
but also to tragedy so we want to emphasize responsibility and safety, especially during the increased traffic 
expected on holiday weekends,” says Lt. Col. Jeff Weaver, assistant chief of DNR Law Enforcement 
Division.  “Boaters also need to be aware that the legal limit for boating under the influence has changed 
from 0.10 to 0.08, equalizing boating legal limits to driving legal limits.”   
 
The marine environment, such as waves, engine noise, water, sun and wind, accelerates impairment and 
fatigue in recreational boaters. This can quickly become a hazardous situation when such fatigue is combined 
with the effects of alcohol.   
 
“It is not illegal to have alcohol in an open container on a boat, nor is it illegal for a person operating a boat 
to drink, provided they are no less safe,” says Weaver. “However, if a person is over the age of 21 and has a 
blood alcohol content of .08 or higher, they are presumed to be less safe and may be charged with boating 
under the influence.”   
 
People arrested for BUI may lose their privilege to operate a boat. These privileges are not reinstated until 
the successful completion of an approved Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drug Use Risk 
Reduction Program. The offender will be charged with a misdemeanor, punishable with up to a $1,000 fine 
and/or up to 12 months in prison.  
 
“Operating a boat is as complicated as driving a car, and a boating incident is as dangerous as an automobile 
accident,” says Ron Fennel, chairman of TEAM Georgia. “However, many people who would never drive a 
car intoxicated think it is okay to operate their boat after drinking. Operating a boat while intoxicated is 
illegal and hazardous to themselves and others on the water.” 
 
To help emphasize safe driving and boating, TEAM Georgia will reward those who register as a designated 
sober operator with a chance to win prizes. To register online, visit www.teamgeorgia.net .  
 
For more information, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/boating/safety .  Several new videos have been created 
on recent and upcoming boating-related changes in Georgia, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/new-boating-
regulations-2013 to view. 
 



### 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
ARE YOU OBEYING THE 100-FOOT BOATING LAW? 
 
SOCIAL CIRCLE, Ga. (May 21, 2013) – Quick boating safety quiz: Is it okay to jump the wake of another 
boat when you are less than 100 feet away or to use your personal watercraft to splash someone sitting on a 
dock?  
 
Contrary to popular activity, it is not okay and both situations are illegal. If you thought otherwise, you need 
to review the boating “rules of the road.”  Incidents can happen quickly and the chance of one occurring 
greatly increases if boat operators are either unfamiliar with or fail to follow the existing boating laws that 
govern lakes and rivers. 
 
“It is extremely important for boat operators to take responsibility for educating themselves on boating safety 
and boating laws,” says DNR Lt. Col. Jeff Weaver, assistant chief of Law Enforcement. “Making an effort to 
learn boating laws can potentially save a life.”  
 
One of the most important “rules of the road” is the ‘100-foot law,’ which includes all boats, not just 
personal watercrafts (such as Jet Skis or Sea Doos), and requires boat operators to slow to idle speed when 
they are within 100 feet of docks, piers, bridges, shorelines or people in the water.  
 
The 100-foot law makes it illegal to jump the wake of another boat within 100 feet and to “buzz” other boats. 
In addition, it prohibits vessels from operating around or within 100 feet of another vessel faster than idle 
speed unless it is overtaking or meeting the other vessel in compliance with the rules of the road for boat 
operation. The law also makes it illegal for boat operators to follow closely behind another vessel, jump the 
wake of another vessel, or change or reverse their course of direction in order to ride or jump in the wake of 
another vessel.     
 
“People who operate boats and personal watercraft at dangerously high speeds, and zip into and out of coves 
and along shorelines where other vessels are anchored or where people are in the water, are not only putting 
themselves and others at risk for serious accidents, they are also breaking the law,” Weaver explains.  
 
For more information, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/boating/safety .  Several new videos have been created 
on recent and upcoming boating-related changes in Georgia, visit www.goboatgeorgia.com/new-boating-
regulations-2013 to view.     
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